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for all and all for each, celebrated in the popular poetry of
Lawson and depicted by Joseph Furphy in his character
Tom Collins.14 It influenced struggling, unsettled station
hands, shearers, sundowners, bushmen, and disappointed
gold-seekers. This uneasy humanity was the equivalent of
the frontier democracy in contemporary America, but unlike
the latter it was unable to swarm into homesteads because
of the nature of the interior, subject to frequent drought and
rabbit plagues. More truly proletarian, it soon assisted
those economic and political thrusts directed towards social
democracy, evident especially from the nineties with the rise
of a militant trade unionism and a Labour party.

In this struggle for social betterment, a central impulse is
reflected in the emphasis upon a protected standard of living
for the white workman, which for more than a generation has
been a dominant religion of the Australian people, illustrated
explicity in state wage-fixing and in rigorous immigration
laws. The White Australia Policy, which began in the era
of the gold diggings, has been crucial in fashioning the com-
munity. In stimulating a general and rapid economic de-
velopment the diggings secured for the workers a high wage
level. Remoteness from Europe restricted the supply of
labour and enhanced its reward. Nearer than Europe dwelt
the teeming and non-white peoples of the South Sea Islands,
India, and China, whom Australians soon resolved to exclude.
Exclusion first came to the fore as an issue in the fifties when
thousands of Chinese entered the diggings of Victoria and
New South Wales, and threatened to undermine the wage-
rates and living standards of the white miners. Racial bias
and fear of intense economic competition combined to create
a powerful popular protest, which forced Victoria and the
other colonies to reduce the migration of the Orientals by
entrance licences, poll taxes, and rules forbidding ships to
14Vance Palmer (ecL), Such is Life, Being Certain Extracts from the Diary of
Tom Collins. See also on the social importance of Furphy's work, C. Hartley
Grattan, "Tom Collins, Such is Life" (Australian Quarterly, Sept., 1937).